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SHIFTING GEARS

FOR EQUITY
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Columbia's first protected bike lane at
the Walnut Street bridge! 



Lawrence Simonson | Chief Executive Officer

Lawrence believes that when a transportation system
serves the needs of the most vulnerable people in a
community, it works best for everyone.

Heather Marriott | Chief Operating Officer

Heather wants to help more people understand that
transportation access is critical to breaking the cycle of
poverty.

Annette Triplett | Chief Development Officer

Annette sees transportation as the great connector
between us and everything we want and need, and believes
that good transportation builds happiness.

Kathleen McKinney | Operations Manager

Kathleen wants to work to make sure everyone has
accessible and affordable transportation options no matter
where they live.

2021 Board of Directors

President | Renee Hahne
Vice President | Patricia Weisenfelder

Treasurer & Secretary | Chris Smith

Ann Anderson
Sarah Ashman
Jaclyn Benigno

Ted Curtis
Brandon Schatsiek

KJ Thunder
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Jackson Hotaling | Community Engagement Coordinator
Missourians for Responsible Transportation

Jackson is looking to build relationships and engagement so that,
over time, those who face transportation inequity are able to make
their voices heard and connect with decision makers.

Ron Bentch | Project Director
Missourians for Responsible Transportation

Ron wants to use the community-building skills he honed in Africa
as he travels the state, meeting with community leaders who want
to increase walking, biking, and transit options for all Missourians.

Gabi Jacobs | Communications & Events Coordinator

Gabi believes that when you get around town outside of a car, you
connect with people and build relationships, and that you don’t
just simply move through a community, but you become part of it.

Erica Ascani | Community Engagement Coordinator

Erica wants to build deep and lasting connections in our
community.

Local Motion was awarded
the Platinum-level
GuideStar Seal of

Transparency
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In 2000, we were founded as PedNet Coalition
(“pedestrian and pedaling network”). Our founders
envisioned a network of trails and sidewalks for walking,
biking, and using wheelchairs.
 
We’ve grown a lot as an organization over the 21 years
since we were founded. While our love of walking and
biking has remained the same, we’ve expanded our focus
to include the street network and transit, in addition to
trails and sidewalks.
 
Over the years, the “why” behind our advocacy began to
change. We began to understand that decades of policy
decisions steeped in systemic oppression designed a
transportation system that systematically places people
in target social identity groups (e.g., Black residents, low-
income families, children, older adults, and people with
disabilities) at high risk of harm.
 
The auto-centric transportation system limits people’s
access to basic needs (e.g., food, healthcare, jobs) and
their participation in democracy, and places them at high
risk of death and serious injury from traffic crashes. We
shifted to make transportation equity the foundation of
our advocacy approach, and focused on grassroots
organizing with people who are negatively impacted by
transportation.
 
After many years of consideration, we made the decision
to rebrand to better reflect our current advocacy focus
and strategy.
 

WE REBRANDED. HERE'S WHY.
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Our vision is towns built for people, where it’s easy
to walk, bike, and ride transit, and 

Our mission is to provide walking, biking, and
transit solutions to 

everyone can
get where they want to go.

meet people's everyday

transportation needs.



Partnering with Neighborhood Leaders

We rely heavily on the lived experiences of our
Neighborhood Leaders, who are folks that live and
work in Columbia’s Vision Zero priority
neighborhoods (i.e., areas of Columbia with low car
ownership, low-income communities, and
communities of color). We pay the Neighborhood
Leaders a monthly stipend to help us identify
transportation needs in their communities.

We meet regularly at events, neighborhood walk
audits, and monthly meetings to discuss
transportation needs and transportation advocacy.
Grassroots organizing is now a foundational strategy
of our advocacy approach.

In 2019, we launched a new grassroots organizing
strategy to increase civic engagement and
transportation equity. We are working to lift up the
voices of underrepresented populations so that their
transportation needs are heard and their ideas
influence upcoming transportation policy decisions. 

Vision Zero Priority
Neighborhood

Vision Zero priority streets: 
3% of streets where

70% of fatal and serious
injury crashes occur.

Not pictured: Caritas | Translator & Volunteer

Felecia | JobPoint

Dawn | Commission Member

Tasca | Owner, TMT Consulting

Anthony | President, Columbia

Community Land Trust

Shaunda | Founder, Boone County

Community Against Violence 

Jackie | Volunteer,

Peoples' Defense

Sophia | Owner, Sophia's

Support Services

“Getting involved with Local Motion is important
because I think that the lower-income
neighborhoods are really being looked over, they
aren’t really getting cared for, they aren’t even
being thought about. I wanted to get involved to
help the kids in my neighborhood." 

-Sophia Smith



Dawn is a pillar in the
community as an advocate for
people with disabilities. We’re
honored to work with her as a
Local Motion member and now
as a Neighborhood Leader.
Commuting by wheelchair is
Dawn’s main form of
transportation. She advocates
for people with disabilities to be
able to get where they want to
go safely and comfortably.

When Dawn isn’t wheeling
around town, she may be
enjoying a bike ride on our
Giving Rides bike. Scan the QR
code to schedule a ride or
volunteer to share the joy and
freedom of a ride on the Giving
Ride bike!
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“I am proof that you don’t 

need a car to travel

around town.” 



THE POWER OF COMMUNITY ADVOCACY
This summer, Local Motion supported the 2021
Park Sales Tax renewal and strongly advocated for
the inclusion of additional new trails in the Park
Sales Tax project list. We recommended trail
projects that would increase trail access for
people living in Columbia’s northern
neighborhoods, who are currently largely cut off
from the trail network.

Council members and city staff heard these
community needs and responded, and they
revised the project list to include the trails that
community members recommended. 

We handed out flyers and hung door hangers in northern
Columbia neighborhoods, held a pre-council event with
our members and Neighborhood Leaders, and partnered
with community organizations to advocate for including
additional trails in the Park Sales Tax project list. 

350 people, businesses, and major employers
submitted letters to City Council asking for these
additional trails, and trail supporters filled the
Council Chambers to show support.

This campaign changed the course of trail-
building in Columbia. Because we worked
together and made the needs of the people clear,
Columbia is on track to build 2-4x more trails
than the original proposal.



"I have supported bike movements
since starting my catering company 11
years ago. I intentionally deliver my
catering by bike and I support
organizations that promote getting
more bikes on the road. However, all
of my effort in providing this support
never included                            I have
never been confident to ride my bike
around town. That is until I was
introduced to e-bikes. The e-bike
provides me just enough assistance
to boost my confidence, making it
possible for me to see myself on the
bike, 

E-bikes have changed the way of the
game by making it accessible for
anyone to play. I am empowered to
ride more than ever before, even long
distance, and it makes me feel           "

-Gaby Weir Vera, Local Motion Individual & Business Member
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E-BIKE EMPOWERMENT

me on the bike.

             not just supporting the bike
movement from the sidelines.

joyful.

Gaby tried out an 
e-bike for the first time at

Bikes & Brews!



There's no better way to
celebrate women empowering
women than getting over sixty
women together to ride
through the streets of Columbia
for Vélo Vino Vici.

EVENTS

This year we hosted virtual
and distanced Bike, Walk
& Wheel Week events in
the spring and in-person
events in the fall. At
Breakfast Station Day,
more than 70 people
shifted their trips to
walking, biking, or transit.

We added new events to Bike,
Walk & Wheel Week this year!
With the help of one our
Neighborhood Leaders, Sophia
Smith, we hosted a
Neighborhood Bike Event in
northern Columbia. We were
also able to host several Walk
Audits in Vision Zero Priority
Neighborhoods.



This fall, we brought Chuck Marohn from Strong Towns to
Columbia as a part of our equity-focused Complete Streets
campaign! 

Chuck Marohn is a professional engineer and founder of the
Strong Towns movement. In his presentation, Chuck
showed how local leaders of all types can change their
communities and become more resilient —  
                                             The solution is to focus on
bottom-up strategies for making investments that will
actually build wealth, all while improving quality of life for
residents of a community.
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“Having Strong Towns visit
gave us the opportunity to
have a very real conversation
between the community, city
leaders and city staff about
the way we're currently
developing and maintaining
our city. It allowed us to talk
and think differently about
how we prioritize our
transportation infrastructure,
the built environment, and the
use of our tax dollars.”

-Lawrence Simonson, Local Motion CEO
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                  Complete Streets are designed, built, and
maintained to make transportation safe and convenient
for everyone, including people walking, biking, and riding
transit. 

no matter 

what challenges lie ahead.



"MRT has allowed our municipalities to
assess the current state of accessibility
and plan for the needed infrastructure
affordably. These walk audits and
plans can then be used to apply for
grants to cover the cost of
infrastructure, and the cycle of
inspiration continues.” 

-Teresa Heckenlively, 

"Our work with MRT over the last few years has elevated
our regional transportation planning program and has
assisted with our bike/ped prioritization process. We
now have an incredible tool in our toolbox to help our
member cities solve some of their most pressing urban
planning challenges and to help them create a built
environment that works for all citizens- an environment
that encourages more physical activity and a greater
connection to the city around them."

-Sheridan Garman-Neeman, 

"The connectivity plan that MRT and
BikeWalkKC created for Bethany was beyond
our expectations. Our city is utilizing the plan
as we speak, and the connectivity plan has
helped them apply for grants and funding."

-Shila Callaway BSN, RN, 

State-Level Advocacy Missourians for Responsible Transportation (MRT) is an
advocacy network addressing transportation needs at the state
level. MRT brings together communities and grassroots
organizations from urban and rural areas to advocate with one
voice at the state level for a fiscally responsible, safe, and
equitable transportation system. MRT works with 30+ rural
Missouri towns and represents over 35,000 members across
the state. Local Motion houses and is the fiscal agent for MRT.

Osceola

Clinton

Bethany

                                                      Executive Director,
Kaysinger Basin Regional Planning Commission

 

Economic Developer for St. Clair County

                                                      Health Educator,
Harrison County Health Department



MRT supports the efforts of Hands-Free
Missouri, a partnership comprised of state
highway department employees, insurance
personnel, safety advocates, victims
advocates, and law enforcement officers
fighting for safer roads through the
passage of distracted driving legislation. 

This car was involved in a distracted driving crash
and displayed during AAA Missouri and Hands-
Free Missouri's Distracted Driving Awareness Day. 

The Rock Island Trail Campaign brought together Senators and
Representatives from along the Rock Island Trail corridor to
answer questions and earn their support for establishing the
corridor as a state park.
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                     Highway Safety
Traffic Engineer, Missouri

Department of Transportation 

"I am truly grateful for the efforts of
the Hands-Free Coalition and
appreciate their commitment to
change the outcome of so many lives
being lost on Missouri roadways due to
distracted driving. Our strong
partnership and working together is
how we will make the most impact
saving lives." 

-Nicole Hood,

MRT has been leading a coalition of communities and
partners from across the state in a campaign to establish
Missouri as a prominent trails leader and secure the Rock
Island Railroad corridor (Windsor to Beaufort, MO) and
develop it into the Rock Island Trail. Together with the Katy
Trail, building the Rock Island Trail would create a world-
class 450-mile trail loop around Missouri.

“The work of Ron Bentch and Missourians for
Responsible Transportation has been key to
making progress toward the possibility of the
Rock Island Trail becoming a reality. MRT has
always been willing to build consensus
toward finding real solutions to keep the
project moving.” 

-Mike Sutherland,                                       Deputy Director
for the Department of Natural Resources

Connect with us to join our coalition
meetings and get involved with

workgroups to fight for distracted
driving legislation during the 2022

state legislative session



Being a Local Motion member
has benefited me in so many
ways. As a bike commuter I
am always concerned about

my safety among motor
vehicles. Local Motion, along

with MRT, are doing important
work, protecting individuals
that either rely on or choose

non-motorized transportation. 

Local transportation is a
fundamental part of our lives.
A good transportation system,

available to all, provides a
major boost to our quality of
life. Local Motion advocates

for thoughtful, evidence-
based solutions that move our

community closer to that
‘good’ transportation system.

 
Chip Cooper Beth Shepard 

As a Local Motion
member, I am involved in
helping make Columbia a
city where you don’t have

to have a car to get
around. This makes a

world of difference to me,
as someone who can’t
drive due to blindness.

 

Our team represents you and your 
needs. We’re watching, researching,
and advocating for walking, 
biking, and transit policy 
and infrastructure issues
every single day.

We know not everyone 
has the time to be 
involved in all the 
inner workings 
of local 
government, 
so we go to 
meetings so you 
don’t have to.

We’re on this stuff 
like it’s our job 
(because it is!). And 
when there’s an urgent 
issue where we need your 
help, we’ll send you an Advocacy 
Alert with clear guidance on what you can do.
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Basic

$30

Commuter

$55

Century Rider

$100

Sustainer

$300

Trailblazer

$500

Small Business

$300

Champion

$1,000

Executive

$3,000

Platinum

$5,000

Member

$100

Partner

$300

All membership levels: 
 

Our team of advocates
representing you at the local,

state, and federal levels 
 

Advocacy Alerts about urgent
policy issues and how you can

help
 

Local Motion email newsletter
with updates on current projects 

 
Invitations to events

Allie Gassman
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Learn more about 

membership!


